§14.632

general power of attorney shall remain
in effect as to any new or reopened
claim.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), 5902, 5903, 5904)

[43 FR 46535—46537, Oct. 10, 1978, as amended
at 53 FR 52421, Dec. 28, 1988; 68 FR 8546, Feb.
24, 2003]

§14.632 Determination
tions.

If challenged, the qualifications of
prospective representatives or agents
shall be verified by the Regional Coun-
sel of jurisdiction. The report of the
Regional Counsel, if any, including any
recommendation of the Department of
Veterans Affairs facility director, and
the application shall be transmitted to
the General Counsel for final action. If
the designee is disapproved by the Gen-
eral Counsel, the reasons will be stated
and an opportunity will be given to
submit additional information. If the
designee is approved, notification of
accreditation will be issued by the Gen-
eral Counsel or the General Counsel’s
designee and will constitute authority
to prepare, present, and prosecute
claims in all Department of Veterans
Affairs installations.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), 5902, 5904)
[68 FR 8547, Feb. 24, 2003]

of qualifica-

§14.633 Termination of accreditation
of agents, attorneys, and represent-
atives.

(a) Accreditation may be canceled at
the request of an agent, attorney, rep-
resentative, or organization.

(b) Accreditation shall be canceled at
such time a determination is made
that any requirement of §14.629 is no
longer met by an agent, attorney, or
representative.

(c) Accreditation shall be canceled
when the General Counsel finds, by
clear and convincing evidence, one of
the following:

(1) Violation of or refusal to comply
with the laws administered by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs or with
the regulations governing practice be-
fore the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs;

(2) Knowingly presenting or pros-
ecuting a fraudulent claim against the
United States, or knowingly providing
false information to the United States;
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(3) Demanding or accepting unlawful
compensation for preparing, pre-
senting, prosecuting, or advising or
consulting, concerning a claim;

(4) Any other unlawful, unpro-
fessional, or unethical practice. (Un-
lawful, unprofessional, or unethical
practice shall include but not be lim-
ited to the following—deceiving, mis-
leading or threatening a claimant or
prospective claimant; neglecting to
prosecute a claim for 6 months or
more; failing to furnish a reasonable
response within 90 days of request for
evidence by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, or willfully withholding
an application for benefits.)

(d) Accreditation shall be canceled
when the General Counsel finds an
agent’s, attorney’s, or representative’s
performance before the Department of
Veterans Affairs demonstrates a lack
of the degree of competence necessary
to adequately prepare, present, and
prosecute claims for veteran’s benefits.

(e) As to cancellation of accredita-
tion under paragraphs (b), (c) or (d) of
this section, upon receipt of informa-
tion from any source indicating failure
to meet the requirements of §14.629,
improper conduct, or incompetence,
the Regional Counsel of jurisdiction
shall initiate an inquiry into the mat-
ter. If the matter involves an accred-
ited representative of a recognized or-
ganization, this inquiry shall include
contact with the representative’s orga-
nization.

(1) If the result of the inquiry does
not justify further action, the Regional
Counsel will close the inquiry and
maintain the record for 3 years.

(2) If the result of the inquiry justi-
fies further action, the Regional Coun-
sel shall take the following action:

(i) As to representatives, suspend ac-
creditation immediately and notify the
representative and the representative’s
organization of the suspension and of
an intent to cancel accreditation. The
notice to the representative will also
state the reasons for the suspension
and impending cancellation, and in-
form the representative of a right to
request a hearing on the matter or to
submit additional evidence within 10
working days following receipt of such
notice. Such time may be extended for
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a reasonable period upon a showing of
sufficient cause.

(ii) As to agents or attorneys, inform
the General Counsel of the result of the
inquiry and notify the agent or attor-
ney of an intent to cancel accredita-
tion. The notice will also state the rea-
son(s) for the impending cancellation
and inform the party of a right to re-
quest a hearing on the matter or to
submit additional evidence within 10
working days of receipt of such notice.
Such time may be extended for a rea-
sonable period upon a showing of suffi-
cient cause.

(iii) In the event that a hearing is not
requested, the Regional Counsel shall
forward the record to the General
Counsel for final determination.

(f) If a hearing is requested, a hearing
officer will be appointed by the Direc-
tor of the regional office involved. The
hearing officer shall not be from the
Office of the Regional Counsel. The
hearing officer will have authority to
administer oaths. A member of the Re-
gional Counsel’s office will present the
evidence. The party requesting the
hearing will have a right to counsel, to
present evidence, and to cross-examine
witnesses. Upon request of the party
requesting the hearing, an appropriate
Department of Veterans Affairs official
designated in §2.1 of this chapter may
issue subpoenas to compel the attend-
ance of witnesses and the production of
documents necessary for a fair hearing.
The hearing shall be conducted in an
informal manner and court rules of evi-
dence shall not apply. Testimony shall
be recorded verbatim. The hearing offi-
cer shall submit the entire hearing
transcript, any pertinent records or in-
formation, and a recommended finding
to the Regional Counsel within 10
working days after the close of the
hearing. The Regional Counsel will im-
mediately forward the entire record to
the General Counsel for decision.

(9) The decision of the General Coun-
sel is final. The effective date for ter-
mination of accreditation shall be the
date upon which a final decision is ren-
dered. The records of the case will be
maintained in the General Counsel’s of-
fice for 3 years.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 5902, 5904)
[53 FR 52422, Dec. 28, 1988]

§14.635

§14.634 Banks or trust companies act-
ing as guardians.

Banks or trust companies, corporate
entities, acting as guardians for claim-
ants, may be represented before adjudi-
cating agencies as authorized rep-
resentatives of claimants by an officer
or employee, including a regularly em-
ployed attorney, if the employee or at-
torney represents the corporation in
its fiduciary capacity.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5903, 5904)

[43 FR 46535—46537, Oct. 10, 1978. Redesig-
nated and amended at 57 FR 4104, Feb. 3, 1992;
68 FR 8547, Feb. 24, 2003]

§14.635 Office space and facilities.

The Secretary may furnish office
space and facilities, if available, in
buildings owned or occupied by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, for the
use of paid full-time representatives of
recognized national organizations, and
for employees of recognized State orga-
nizations who are accredited to na-
tional organizations, for purposes of as-
sisting claimants in the preparation,
presentation, and prosecution of claims
for Department of Veterans Affairs
benefits.

(a) Request for office space should be
made by an appropriate official of the
organization to the Director of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs facility in
which space is desired and should set
forth:

(1) The number of full-time paid rep-
resentatives who will be permanently
assigned to the office;

(2) The number of secretarial or other
support staff who will be assigned to
the office;

(3) The number of claimants for
whom the organization holds powers of
attorney whose claims are within the
jurisdiction of the facility or who re-
side in the area served by the facility,
the number of such claimants whose
claims are pending, and the number of
claims prosecuted during the previous
three years; and

(4) Any other information the organi-
zation deems relevant to the allocation
of office space.

(b) When in the judgment of the Di-
rector office space and facilities pre-
viously granted could be better used by
the Department of Veterans Affairs, or
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